
“Do’s & Don’ts”
Do’s
	     DO use graphite-filled, spiral-wound gaskets with steel centering ring or metal-inserted flexible 

graphite sheet gaskets to help maintain a leak-free system.

	     DO operate a leak-free heat transfer fluid system and promptly fix any leaks that may occur.

	     DO maintain the temperature of the fluid in non-inerted expansion tanks below 80 °C to help reduce 
the rate of fluid oxidation. 

	     DO cool the fluid to 90 °C or less when collecting a sample. Simple sample coolers are very effective 

	     DO maintain sufficient level in the expansion tank to avoid pump cavitation and overheating of 	
the fluid.  

	     DO install valve stems horizontally and install a drip cup or canopy below valves and flanges to divert 
any leaked fluid outside of the insulation to help avoid insulation fires

	     DO check the alignment of a new pump when the system is cold and re-check alignment when the 
fluid has reached full temperature.

	     DO submit representative samples from the system to Solutia for detailed analysis of fluid condition 
on a routine basis.

©Solutia Inc. 2008. Therminol®, TLC Total Lifecycle Care®, Solutia and INFINITY LOGO® are registered trademarks of Solutia Inc, registered in the U.S. and in other countries. *Available only in North America.

Don’ts
	     Do NOT stop the circulation pump until the fluid temperature cools to 70 °C or lower while shutting 

down the system. 

	 				Do NOT insulate new flanges and other potential leak points during start-up. Wait until after the 
system has reached full temperature and verification has been made that there are no leaks before 
insulating them 

	 			Do NOT re-use fluid leaked from pump glands or from other leak sources

	 				Do NOT bypass any safety interlocks/instrumentation without proper authorizations, notifications and 
safety reviews.

	 				Do NOT operate the heat transfer fluid above the maximum recommended bulk and film 	
temperatures.

	 			Do NOT use threaded connections whenever possible - welded or flanged construction is preferred.

	 				Do NOT use open-cell or porous insulation around potential leak sources such as flanges, valves, 	
fittings to help minimize the potential for insulation fire.
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